Claims 

1. A transport-independent real-time transport protocol (RTP) stack, 
comprising: 

a transport-independent tasks module, wherein the transport-independent tasks 
5 module includes methods that are independent of an underlying transport layer; and 

a connector module in communication with the transport-independent module, 
wherein the connector module includes methods that are dependent on the underlying 
transport layer. 

10 2. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 1, wherein the 

connector module includes data input and output methods. 

3. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 2, wherein the data 
input and output methods are utiHzed by the transport-independent tasks module to 

1 5 communicate with the underlying transport layer. 

4. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 3, wherein the data 
input and output methods include an RTP output stream method that returns an RTP 
output stream to a calling method. 
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5. A transport-independent RTF stack as recited in claim 4, wherein the data 
input and output methods include an RTF input stream method that returns an RTF input 
stream to a calling method. 

5 

6. A transport-independent RTF stack as recited in claim 3, wherein the data 
input and output methods include a real-time transport control protocol (RTCF) output 
stream method that returns an RTCF output stream to a calling method. 

10 7. A transport-independent RTF stack as recited in claim 6, wherein the data 

input and output methods include an RTCF input stream method that returns an RTCF 
input stream to a calling method. 

8. A real-time transport protocol (RTF) connector module, comprising: 

15 an RTF output stream method that returns an RTF output stream to a calling 

method; 

an RTF input stream method that returns an RTF input stream to a calling method; 

a real-time transport control protocol (RTCF) output stream method that returns 
an RTCF output stream to a calling method; and 
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an RTCP input stream method that returns an RTCP input stream to a calling 
method. 



9. AN RTP connector module as recited in claim 8, wherein the RTP 
5 connector module generates transport-independent input/output streams. 

10. AN RTP connector module as recited in claim 9, wherein the transport 
input/output streams provide access to a particular type of underlying transport layer. 

10 11. AN RTP connector module as recited in claim 10, wherein the RTP 

connector module is in communication with a transport-independent tasks module, 
wherein the transport-independent tasks module includes methods that are independent of 
the underlying transport layer. 

15 12. AN RTP connector module as recited in claim 11, wherein the transport- 

independent tasks module processes the transport-independent input/output streams using 
transport-independent operations. 

13. A transport-independent real-time transport protocol (RTP) stack, 
20 comprising: 
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a transport-independent tasks module having an RTP transmitter module and an 
RTF receiver module, wherein the RTP transmitter module and the RTP receiver module 
are independent of a first underlying transport layer; and 

a connector module having an RTP output stream method in communication with 
5 the RTP transmitter module, and an RTP input stream method in communication with the 
RTP receiver module, wherein the RTP output stream method and the RTP input stream 
provide access to the first underlying transport layer. 

14. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 13, wherein the 
10 RTP output stream method returns an RTP output stream to the RTP transmitter module. 

15. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
RTP input stream method returns an RTP input stream to the RTP receiver module. 

15 16. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 13, wherein the 

transport-independent tasks module further includes a real-time transport control protocol 
(RTCP) transmitter module and an RTCP receiver module. 
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17. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 16, wherein the 
RTCP transmitter module and the RTCP receiver module are independent of the first 
underlying transport layer. 



5 18. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 17, wherein the 

comiector module fiirther includes an RTCP output stream method that returns an RTCP 
output stream to the RTCP transmitter module. 

19. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 18, wherein the 
10 connector module fiirther includes an RTCP input stream method that returns an RTCP 

input stream to the RTCP receiver module. 

20. A transport-independent RTP stack as recited in claim 18, wherein the 
connector module can be modified to operate utilizing a second underlying transport 

1 5 without modifying the transport-independent tasks module. 



SUNMP025/JAB 



27 



Patent Application 



